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Claims 1-60 (Canceled) 

61 . (Previously presented) A method of preparing a 

reinforcing structure for use in raanu facture a pultruded part where the reinforcing structure 
is attached to a plurality of longitudinal rovings and pulled through a pultrusion die along a 
continuous longitudinal pull direction, the method of making the reinforcing structure 
comprising the steps of. 

arranging a plurality o:f first reinforcing fibers in a direction generally 
transverse to the longitudinal pull direction in a generally planar, non-overlapping 
configuration so that the first reinforcing fibers do not extend over or cover one another, 

arranging a plurality ocf second reinforcing fibers in a direction different than 
the direction of the first reinforcing f bers and in a generally planar, non-overlapping 
configuration so that the second reinforcing fibers do not extend over or cover one another, 
and 

bonding a permeable tiansport web of staple fibers to the first and second 
reinforcing fibers to provide longitudinal strength, shear strength and anti-skew properties 
sufficient to substantially maintain ths relative orientations of the first and second reinforcing 
fibers when subjected to the pulling i Drees encountered during pultrusion, so that the 
reinforcing structure has a thickness of about 0,020 inches and the portion of the first 
reinforcing fibers oriented in the direction generally transverse to the longitudinal direction 
comprises at least 40% of a total volume of materials comprising the reinforcing structure. 

62. (Previously pre* ented) The method of claim 61 comprising 

arranging the plurality of first reinforcing fibers such that the portion of the first reinforcing 
fibers oriented in the direction transv<Tse to the pull direction comprises at least 50% of the 
volume of the materials comprising tie reinforcing structure. 


PACE 3/12 • RCVD AT 1 1/2/2004 5:20:18 PM [Eastern Standard Time] - 8VR:U8PTO-€FXRF-2/0 • ONI8:74e4000- C8tt>:8 12768 1023 • DURATION <mm-ss):04-OO 


